SUNDAY WORSHIP
13th June 2020
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving
and extol him with music and song.
For the Lord is the great God,
the great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth,
and the mountain peaks belong to him.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.
Come, let us bow down in worship,
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;
for he is our God
and we are the people of his pasture,
the flock under his care.
PSALM 95:1-7

CONFESSION
Almighty God,
long-suffering and of great goodness:
I confess to you,
I confess with my whole heart
my neglect and forgetfulness of your commandments,
my wrong doing, thinking, and speaking;
the hurts I have done to others,
and the good I have left undone.
O God, forgive me, for I have sinned against you;
and raise me to newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

READING: NEHEMIAH 8:1-18
When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, 1 all the
people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the
teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had
commanded for Israel.
2
So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the
assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to
understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before
the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could
understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.
4
Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion.
Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and
Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah,
Zechariah and Meshullam.
5
Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above
them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the LORD, the great
God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they
bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
7
The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah,
Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the people in the Law while
the people were standing there. 8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making
it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what was being read.
9
Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the
Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy to
the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as
they listened to the words of the Law.
10
Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to
those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the
joy of the LORD is your strength.”
11
The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not
grieve.”
12
Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to
celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been
made known to them.
13
On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the
priests and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the teacher to give attention to the
words of the Law. 14 They found written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded
through Moses, that the Israelites were to live in temporary shelters during the
festival of the seventh month 15 and that they should proclaim this word and spread it
throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country and bring back
2

branches from olive and wild olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to
make temporary shelters”—as it is written.
16
So the people went out and brought back branches and built themselves temporary
shelters on their own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and
in the square by the Water Gate and the one by the Gate of Ephraim. 17 The whole
company that had returned from exile built temporary shelters and lived in
them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not
celebrated it like this. And their joy was very great.
18
Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the Book of the Law of
God. They celebrated the festival for seven days, and on the eighth day, in
accordance with the regulation, there was an assembly.

SERMON: RUTH ZEALEY - FIRM FOUNDATIONS

PRAYERS
followed by the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever.
Amen.

THE GRACE
May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
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MOBILE GIVING
Would you like to give towards the ministry of St Nic’s, as part of your worship
today? You can now use our new mobile giving portal. It’s very quick to use and
works with a credit card, PayPal or Google & Apple Pay. Please click here to give.
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